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Welcome to the 2026
Power Line Systems

Advanced Training and User Group!
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Chuck Norris and Transmission Lines

June 9 th, 2026

The grid doesn’t carry power. It asks 
Chuck Norris for permission to flow.
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N-1 isn’t a contingency. It’s Chuck Norris 
warming up.
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When a line trips, Chuck Norris recloses 
it by staring at it.
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Storm hardening? The weather hardens 
itself when Chuck Norris inspects the 
line.
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The grid doesn’t need redundancy. It has 
Chuck Norris.
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Load growth doesn’t scare the grid. 
Chuck Norris scares load growth.
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Vegetation management? Trees trim 
themselves when Chuck Norris walks 
the ROW.



© 2026  Bentley Systems, Incorporated. All rights reserved. 10June 9 th, 2026

The grid doesn’t black out. It just pauses 
out of respect for Chuck Norris.



© 2026  Bentley Systems, Incorporated. All rights reserved. 11June 9 th, 2026

Dynamic line ratings? Chuck Norris rates 
the lines dynamically with a single 
roundhouse.
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When Chuck Norris does a thermal 
rating, the conductor cools itself down.
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Purpose of ATUG

Advanced Training – PLS Colleagues
Product Engineers 

Software Engineers

User Group – PLS Users
Utilities

Consultants

Manufacturers

R&D Organizations

Data Providers

Exchange Ideas
Roundtable on Thursday

Networking
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Purpose of ATUG

As Much for PLS (and Bentley) as It Is For You!

This is Our Gift to You!
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2026 PLS ATUG Attendees
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2026 PLS ATUG Attendees

572 Registered Attendees
268 Companies
 Utilities - 92

 Consultants / Engineering / EPC / OEM / Service Firm - 176

20 Countries from All 6 Continents
 Africa - Congo (DRC), Ethiopia, Kenya

 Asia - India, Pakistan, Uzbekistan

 Europe - Albania, Ireland, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom

 North America - Canada, Mexico, Panama, United States

 South America - Colombia, Peru

 Oceania - Australia, New Zealand
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We Need A Power Line in Antarctica!
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2026 ATUG Agenda
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Housekeeping

Breaks
Lunches
Receptions
Facility Locations



© 2026  Bentley Systems, Incorporated. All rights reserved. 20

Thank You Reception Sponsors!
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Informal Survey

How many Civil Engineers?
How many Electrical Engineers?
How many Mechanical Engineers?
How many of you are in a Production role?
How many of you are in a Supervisory role?
How many of you use AutoCAD?
How many of you use MicroStation?
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Informal Survey

How many of you have used LiDAR in PLS-CADD?
How many of you modeled lines for NERC 
Compliance?
Thermal Rating?
Vegetation?
How many use PLS software for Distribution or 
Joint Use?
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Informal Survey

How many use TOWER?
How many use PLS-POLE?
How many have optimized a new line?
How many use PLS-GRID?
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Informal Survey

How many are here just for the free beer?
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Anticipated Questions
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Does PLS do Vegetation Management?

PLS Has Been Doing VM Since 2000!

PLS Does VM Right!

PLS Follows Industry Standards and Codes

Transmission & Distribution Line Vegetation Management in 
PLS-CADD TechNote

https://www.powline.com/technotes/Transmission_&_Distribution_Line_Vegetation_Management_in_PLS-CADD.pdf
https://www.powline.com/technotes/Transmission_&_Distribution_Line_Vegetation_Management_in_PLS-CADD.pdf
https://www.powline.com/technotes/Transmission_&_Distribution_Line_Vegetation_Management_in_PLS-CADD.pdf
https://www.powline.com/technotes/Transmission_&_Distribution_Line_Vegetation_Management_in_PLS-CADD.pdf
https://www.powline.com/technotes/Transmission_&_Distribution_Line_Vegetation_Management_in_PLS-CADD.pdf
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RUS BULLETIN 1724E-200 
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RUS BULLETIN 1724E-200 
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NERC FAC-003-5
Transmission Vegetation Management
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NERC FAC-003-5
Transmission Vegetation Management
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NERC FAC-003-5
Transmission Vegetation Management



© 2026  Bentley Systems, Incorporated. All rights reserved. 32

NERC FAC-003-5
Transmission Vegetation Management
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NESC Vegetation Management



© 2026  Bentley Systems, Incorporated. All rights reserved. 34

GO 95 (California) – Table 1
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GO 95 (California) – Table 1

18” for 22.5kV lines and lower 

Transmission Voltages are higher, but still low

There are no adjustments for altitude

G.O. 95 makes no mention of any wire movements to be 
considered for vegetation clearance measurements.
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CSA 22.3 No.1  / CSA 60826  (Canada)
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CSA 22.3 No.1  / CSA 60826  (Canada)
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Does PLS do Vegetation Management?
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What about PLS and SPIDA?

PLS Will Import SPIDA Projects

Developing New PLA Program
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When will PLS use AI?
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When will PLS use AI?
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When will PLS use AI?

PLS Already Uses AI!
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PLS Questions – When will PLS use AI?

Optimum Spotting
Optimum Body and Leg Extensions
and Optimum Body and Leg Extensions Video
Automatic Pole Embedment Optimization for Multi-Pole 
Structures
Project Templates in PLS-GRID 
Steel Pole and Tubular Davit Arm Optimization
TOWER Optimization Methods
PLS-GRID Analytics, and Automatic Model Builder

https://www.powline.com/technotes/Line_Optimization.pdf
https://www.powline.com/technotes/Optimum_BLE_Selection.pdf
https://youtu.be/brghzOH8BWA?si=WBNsLyBaQlhIhaYI
https://youtu.be/TgoDyfTe9aw?si=6kL85Nk4a4vWSl-1
https://youtu.be/TgoDyfTe9aw?si=6kL85Nk4a4vWSl-1
https://youtu.be/TgoDyfTe9aw?si=6kL85Nk4a4vWSl-1
https://youtu.be/TgoDyfTe9aw?si=6kL85Nk4a4vWSl-1
https://youtu.be/VlrDun9kgcM?si=saZtRoZWAs5USfiP
https://youtu.be/VlrDun9kgcM?si=saZtRoZWAs5USfiP
https://youtu.be/VlrDun9kgcM?si=saZtRoZWAs5USfiP
https://youtu.be/winivazYHKc?si=YgVQk-H92g74Rafl
https://youtu.be/xcU7TCfRY7o?si=shmGVsx_3FXYkiD3
https://youtu.be/5QOjeBnxCxk?si=QbG1ym8yBvYk5yhwto
https://youtu.be/5QOjeBnxCxk?si=QbG1ym8yBvYk5yhwto
https://youtu.be/5QOjeBnxCxk?si=QbG1ym8yBvYk5yhwto
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PLS Questions – When will PLS use AI?

Stay tuned!
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THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

mailto:otto@powerlinesystems.com
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